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Dive Flag Laws in New York
Once a boat is anchored and diving is about to begin, the vessel must fly a red and
white divers down! flag. By law, the boat must also fly the blue and white "Alpha! flag.
Divers must stay within 100 feet of the dive flags. Surface vessels must stay a minimum
of 100 feet away from the flags. All standard, safe diving procedures relating to towing
dive flags must be followed.

Welcome to the Seaway Trail
New York State!s National Scenic Byway... the road that leads to great adventures

and lifelong memories for you and your family.

The New York State Seaway Trail is a 454 mile scenic route paralleling the St. Lawrence River, Lake
Ontario, the Niagara River and Lake Erie. Seaway Trail Pennsylvania continues the route 50 miles along
Lake Erie to the Ohio state line. A well-marked alternative to interstate highways and toll roads, the
Seaway Trail leads to eye-opening treasures you might otherwise overlook. Traveling the Trail takes you
to sophisticated cities, quaint villages, fishing ports, and dozens of family attractions, restaurants, accom-
modations and shops. Come visit us soon. We#ll help make your next vacation one you#ll remember for
a lifetime.

Use the green and white trailblazers along the Seaway Trail to guide you on your
journey from West Springfield on Lake Erie to Rooseveltown on the St. Lawrence.
Each marker features footprints and a watermark reminding you that the route parallels
NYS#s and Pennsylvania#s freshwater coastline.

NYS Seaway Trail is proud to have been selected as a National Scenic Byway by the
U.S. Department of Transportation. National Scenic Byways "possess outstanding
qualities that exemplify the regional characteristics of our nation.! The Seaway Trail was
chosen for its unique landscape which has been sculpted by the forces of nature and for
its historical significance.

"Dive the Seaway Trail! and enjoy some of the Northeast#s finest freshwater diving
sites, with a full complement of Wreck, Shoal, Deep, and Historical diving. For over
two centuries the lake and rivers have been major shipping thoroughfares. Today, the
Seaway Trail is the final resting place of hundreds of ships, dating back to the late
1700#s.

Experience all the terrific dives of the
Seaway Trail!

Courtesy of Mark Peckham

The Seaway Trail#s dive site steward program
designates an organization that voluntarily
"adopts! a dive site.  Stewardship involves
mapping, monitoring, and, if appropriate,
maintaining buoys. Stewards are the local
representative for the dive site, advocating for
its responsible use and publicizing the site for
use by divers and interpreting the site for non-
diver to promote public awareness of our Great
Lakes underwater maritime heritage and cultural
resources.
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Dive Site Information

Location: East of  Pultneyville, NY
GPS: N 43.18.702 W 77.07.839
Access: Boat Only.
Depth: 117 feet.
Visibility:  20 to 100 feet. Average 45 feet.
Temperature: 40 to 73 degrees F.
Skill Level:  Advanced open water diver.
Bottom: Flat and silty.
Hazards: Lake Ontario weather is unpredictable
and can change very rapidly from good to
severe. Weather conditions and unexpected
weather changes should be a constant consider-
ation. Strong currents may be present if seas are
running 3 feet or higher.
Description: The vessel is largely intact.
The diving season is typically May through  mid-
October. May to early June and late summer are
the best times to dive.

Take only pictures"
"leave only bubbles

Abandoned submerged items resting
within the jurisdiction of New York State
are the property of New York State. New
York State Education Law Article 5, Section
233, states "$no person shall appropriate,
excavate, injure or destroy any objects of
archaeological and paleontological interest,
situated on or under lands owned by the
state of New York, without written permis-
sion of the Commissioner of Education.
Violation of this provision shall constitute a
misdemeanor.!

The Wreck of the St. Peter
*** National Register of Historic Places***

Emergency Information
US Coast Guard Station:  Sodus
Marine Band Radio: Channel 16

Phone: (315) 483-9816
Divers Alert Network: 919.684.8111

One of Lake Ontario#s most
impressive shipwrecks, the
ST. PETER is located east of
Putneyville, NY. This 135-foot,
three-masted schooner rests upright
and intact in 117 feet of water.

In the early daylight hours of
October 27, 1898, the ST. PETER
succumbed to a violent, early winter
blizzard. Bound for Toledo, OH, she
had left Oswego, NY the previous
morning carrying a full load of coal.
On the evening of the 26th, the
schooner was approaching the
safety of the Welland Canal when
the storm struck her with 70 mile
per hour winds.  Unable to reach
the canal, the captain ordered the
ST. PETER to turn back east and
run before the wind. The captain,
his wife, and the ST. PETER#s
crew desperately fought for their
lives during 12 long hours of
darkness, 20-foot high seas, gale-
force winds, and freezing sleet.
Their battle was in vain. Only the
captain survived the ordeal, rescued
by a boat from the local Lifesaving
Service.

The ST. PETER was rediscovered in 1971. An archaeological expedition retrieved many artifacts, most of
which can be seen at the Wayne County Historical Society in Lyons, NY.  The nearby Sodus Bay Light-
house Marine Museum has wonderful interpretive displays about the region#s maritime history.
Also, a splendid booklet about the ST. PETER, "It Was A Dark and Stormy Night,! by Richard J. Kilday,
III, is available through the Rochester Museum and Science Center. The booklet tells the story of the
calamity in vivid detail, using newspaper and first-person accounts. The archaeology team#s work is also
summarized.

St. Peter under tow.  Date unknown.

Site plan courtesy of Mark Peckham.
NOAA Chart 14804


